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Student name:  Nick Blackburn Student No. 518937 

Assessment 
Date: 

November 2020 

Degree Course:  BA Hons Photography 

Unit Title: Photography 1: Context & Narrative 

OCA Unit Code: OPHO4101 Resubmission No  

Unit tutor: Wendy McMurdo 

Assessment Criteria 
(please list below) 

Feedback 
(please comment on achievement against 
assessment criteria) 

Mark 

Demonstration  of technical and Visual 
Skills 
Materials, techniques, observational skills, 
visual awareness, design and compositional 
skills 

Development of very good visual and technical 
skills, communicating ideas and information. 
Effective design and composition. 
  
  

Range 0-40 

 
25  

Quality of Outcome 
Content, application of knowledge, 
presentation of work in a coherent manner, 
with discernment 

Competent realisation of ideas, presented well, 
showing consistency in judgement. 
  
  

Range 0-20 

  
12 

Demonstration of Creativity 
Imagination, experimentation, invention, 
personal voice 

Very good development of analytical and creative 
thinking, showing many independent judgements 
and the beginnings of a developing personal 
creative voice  
  
  

Range 0-20 

  
13 
 

Context 
Reflection, research (learning logs) 
 

Awareness of a very good breadth of contexts 
and debates supporting your growing personal 
and/or professional knowledge and 
understanding  
 
  

Range 0-20 

  
12 

 
 Visual Arts Level 1 (HE4) Summative Assessment Mark (%) 

 
62 

  



 
Overall Comments and Feed Forward 

  
  

An enjoyable & engaging submission, successfully combining playful and experimental methods 
with a thoughtful and enquiring approach to research and context. Your zine is well put together 
and it is extremely positive to see that you were inspired to go the ‘extra mile’ to produce this 
independently, beyond the requirements of the course per se. 
  
You have responded well to your tutor’s feedback throughout, though at several points you 
might have given this some deeper consideration. For example, while you did produce a 
successful and entertaining image in response to your tutor’s comments regarding the lack of a 
female self-portrait, this was a terrific opportunity to engage more with what might lie 
(culturally/socially/politically) behind this disproportionately male representation. 
  
Your essay is well considered, and it relates well to questions that have arisen through your own 
practical work. Again, digging a little deeper on some key points will result in more rewarding 
and sophisticated work as you progress through future course units. For example, is there not 
still a significant a grain of ‘truth’ implied in Brandt’s images, despite your discovery that the 
scenes were staged? Always try to challenge your own suppositions by researching that extra 
bit further. 
  
Overall this is very promising and interesting work – well done. 
 
Footnote: You might be interested to read  this essay by fellow OCA student Jack Delmonte, 
concerning Bill Brandt’s portrait of his father 
https://jack513760.wordpress.com/category/assignments/assignment-4/ 
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